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Background of the Study 

In this study the Center for Social Sciences and Public Policy Research 

(CSSPPR) measured the opinions of a random sample of 300 Greene County 

residents.  Questions focused primarily on opinions concerning air quality and 

possible sources of air pollution.  This report summarizes the dominant trends in 

opinions.  The analysis also includes cross-tabulations of opinions by key 

demographic characteristics. 

Between May 8 and May 17, 2008, 300 random Greene County residents 

were contacted by telephone and administered a questionnaire (See Appendix A).  

The interviews were conducted by student researchers and supervised by Debi 

Davidson.  Data were collected utilizing CSSPPRôs computer-assisted telephone 

interviewing system, which incorporates state-of-the-art software to manage the 

sample, automatically dials respondentsô phone numbers, monitors interviewer 

performance and directly enters responses into a digital data base.  Using these 

automated features greatly enhances the validity of the survey data collected. 

The sample size of 300 results in a margin of error of +/-5.8 for the overall 

estimates with a response rate of 56%.  Margins of error for the cross-tabulations 

will be significantly higher.  In the detailed analysis following the Executive 

Summary, the results of the survey are presented in the order that questions were 

asked. 
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Executive Summary 

 

¶ Well over half of respondents indicted some level of concern for local air quality.  Only 

four in ten respondents believe Springfield air quality is healthy for all individuals.  The 

vast majority believe that improving air quality will improve the health of the 

community. 

¶ One-fourth of respondents have seen advertisements on air quality, primarily on 

television, but also, to a lesser degree, in the newspaper and on the radio.  Almost half 

have heard of the air quality index. 

¶ Television was, by far, the most common source of information regarding air quality, 

while school was cited as the most frequent source for initially learning about air 

pollution. 

¶ Automobiles and diesel trucks were cited as the heaviest contributors to air pollution, but 

business, industry and population growth were also thought to be major contributors. 

¶ Seven out of ten respondents believe, to some degree, that global warming is occurring 

due to man-made pollution. 

¶ Although only about half of respondents said there are measures individuals can take to 

reduce air pollution, eighty nine percent said they would be willing to make lifestyle 

changes if they knew what would help the most. 

¶  Seventy-five percent of fireplaces and woodstoves used in homes were either older wood 

burning stoves or gas inserts and most frequently used as a secondary source of heat or 

for pleasure.  Nine out of ten respondents reported using their stove or insert to some 

degree during the winter months. 

¶ All age groups reported television as being their  most common source of information 

about air quality among the majority of respondents.  A majority of all age groups stated 

that they had heard of the air quality index, however, those in the middle age groups were 

more likely to have heard of the air quality index and to believe that there are things that  

individuals can do to help reduce air pollution. 

¶ The older the respondent the less likely they were to believe that global warming is 

occurring due to man-made air pollution.   

¶ There was a strong linear relationship between income and having heard of the air quality 

index.  The higher the income the more likely they were to have heard about the air 

quality index. 

¶ Television was the most common source of information about air quality among all 

education levels.  The newspaper was most common among those who completed a four 

year college degree program. 

¶ The more educated the respondent the more likely they were to believe that there are 

measures that individuals can take to help reduce air pollution.   
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¶ A strong linear relationship exists between education level and having heard of the air 

quality index.  The higher the respondentôs education level the more likely they were to 

have heard about the air quality index. 

¶ Generally, females indicated a greater level of concern about air quality and were more 

likely to believe that by improving air quality we would improve the health of our 

community.  Males were more likely to believe that the regionôs air quality is healthy for 

all individuals. 

¶ Over half of the female respondents believe that global warming is occurring due to man-

made air pollution, while males were more likely to believe that it is not occurring due to 

man-made air pollution. 

¶ The newspaper was the most common source of information about air quality among 

those respondents who reported at least one child in the home.   

¶ A linear relationship exists between the number of children a respondent has living in the 

home and the level of concern about air quality.  The more children in the home the 

greater the respondentôs level of concern. 

 



 Center for Social Science and Public Policy Research 

 

1 
 

 

Over two-thirds of respondents stated they were at least somewhat concerned about the air quality in 

the region.  One-third of respondents were very concerned. 

 

Only four-ǘŜƴǘƘǎ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ {ǇǊƛƴƎŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ ŀƛǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƛƴŘƛviduals. 

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

Very 
Concerned

Somewhat 
Concerned

Not Sure Not 
Concerned

33%
27%

16%

24%

How Concerned Are You 
About the Air Quality in the Region?

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

Yes No

40%
60%

Believes Springfield Air Quality
Healthy for All Individuals



 Center for Social Science and Public Policy Research 

 

2 
 

 

About one-quarter of respondents reported seeing advertisements about air quality in the region. 

 

Over three-fourths of respondents reported seeing air quality advertisements on television. Over one-

fourth saw ads in the newspaper, and over one-tenth heard them on the radio. 
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Over twoςthirds of respondents stated that television was their most frequent source of information 

about air quality, while over one-sixth most frequently got this information through the newspaper. 

 

 

Nearly one-half of respondents reported having heard about the Air Quality Index. 
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Over one-half of respondents reported first learning about air pollution in school, while over one-third 

stated  their initial awareness came from other sources. 

 

 

The majority of respondents reported that they felt emissions from automobiles and diesel trucks 

contributed the most to air pollution, followed by population growth and emissions from industry and 

businesses. 
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Over two-thirds of respondents reported that they believe to at least a significant degree that global 

warming is occurring due to man-made air pollution. 

 

One-fourth of respondents reported using a woodstove or fireplace in their home. 
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Over two-thirds of respondents reported using an older wood burning stove.  A similar percentage said 

they use a gas insert in their home. 

 

Respondents most often reported using their stove or insert primarily for pleasure.   Over one-third 

reported using their stove or insert as a secondary source of heat. 
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Almost one-third of respondents reported using their stove or inserts every day during the winter 
months.  The vast majority of respondents reported using their stove or insert to some degree during 
the winter. 

 

Over one-half of respondents stated that they at least somewhat disagreed that individuals cannot do 

things to help reduce air pollution.  Over one-third strongly disagreed. 
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